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° ‘e -, g c: Soviel IRBM stocks were
. . v © @ Ry_ JQS“QEh_.AISOP estimated to be-ample for the
: The Dlllles ri (?St,l 1(10, ] ' ' . target available as long as a
_.l -
. S ' ‘ PPN year ago. 1f both .Soviet
THE"

- plants were then c()nvr:rtedJ
. TO ILLUSTRATE the bril-* from_ IRBM to ICBM prodnc‘
iant Strategic Alr Com-| tion; “the Soviets -could now
mander, Gen. Thomas Power have.*far . more .than thexr%
has lcpeatedly stated that the

JIAD dhfu:binz Second, the Dulies _esti-
facts, and fi fés tnithe destiv] mates explain both the busi-
mony of the diroctor of "(hc1nebs -as-usdal defense budget
Central Intetligence \""UCV,‘ and the complacent justifica-

e Paony = o o s, Soviets ean mow “wipe A e,
gy ’ .~ our. nuclear deterrent -with} would h h |
Space  Com | Gates and the Chairman of+ oiy* 50 10BMS s ihe ey owing most gom
imittee, can : ,same  amount of IRBMs, erously for diversion of So’

Ifathan Twining.
7 If thé estimates are indeed '
micrometrically correct (as

‘ .
" which 'they are known Lo

/ 3
now re-
o be . 1. have in ‘ample quantltxes The

vealed on uh-

viet ICBMs . for tests,
satellites, and so on.

into

doubted ~ au- .estintajes ‘give ' the Soviets¥ In fact, if both the two
thority. %fﬁﬁ:xa«ryassﬁgtg)s ti'édsoﬁi?s + Only 35 ' operational ICBMs§ “probable” ‘Soviet rocket'

~ In brief, 2 do not now have the numbper Dj the -middle -of this year. ‘ plants began producihg oper-
CIA Direc- £ of ICBMs they need to wipe | B¥ then, the complete activa-| ational ICBMs at Khrushchev's |,
tor Dulles told v out the American nuclear '“011 of the first two Atlas’ rate just four months ago, the 1 \
Ithe Commit- Alsop squadrons will increase the So-; Kremlin would now have the. j

tee that the American Gov-
{ernment cxpecwd the Soviet
Union to have’35 mtelcontl—
: Inental ballistic missiles “‘on
launchers” by the end of June |
this year.

He stated that the Soviets
would further be expect,ed ‘to
have some 140 to 200 ICBMsi,

viet requirement,, as figuredi*ICBM requirement stated by
i)v Gen. Power, to something?] Gen. Power. This kind:of error
ike 180 ICBMs of a mere four months is vastly |
The margin. may appear to, less, in turn, than the recur | \
|be ample, but it is really in-!, ring optimistic errors in ear-
credibly narrow. Our ownr lier national estimates. .These | .
Atlas ICBM plant is capable || have averaged a good t‘wo i
of turning out no less. than years. 4
15 - mxss_lles‘ per month, on These facts, in- turn ex-
three shifts, and on its single{] plain why ‘Gen.” Power has

;deteuent " Furthermoré. out
incoming * ICBM "~ squadrons,
\\111 multiply the {ar gets the‘
Sov1ets must -destroy more
rapldiy'than the . %\'10!5 are

expegibd: to .multiply ~ their
stock of*operatmna[ ICBMs.
, Thiy is because three So-
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He gave the estifnate- that

the Soviets: probably” .have

two factories turning out bal-

listi¢ *migsiles at this .time.
fBut{be added that one or
Ihoth of these factomeé ‘may

still +be devoted, ip” Ptk .or  that

gin. v@hole to the produgiic
of intermediate ra rxe Ems
siles. eI
Finally  CIA, Dirtétor
Dulles admnted ‘that: these
estimates, though used byt the‘
U. S. Goverhment for plan-
nmg purposes, were”only ‘the
ibest estimates that could be
imade on the, basis of ‘the
fragmentary; - known facts.s
Thev had no claim, he sald}'
to micr Qmetrlc accuracy. If

ous, - he further admitted!
they might as easily érr onl
the low side as on the high
rsxde ¢ ;

.

"J.‘HREE POINTS of Lhe‘
highest sighificance are img
plied by this testimony of the,

CIA, director. His estimates
show first of all, what kind
of ICBM' lead the American|
Government now . thinks . thel
Soviets ,h By next:June,
when the Soviets are expected: .
to havg 35 ICBMs “on launch;j
ers,” we.sholild have two op~
erational Atlas squadrons, or a
total of 18 ICBMs ready to fire.

By June, 1961, when the -So-'
viets are expected to have

140 to 200 ICBMs “on launch-

erational Atlas squadrons

a total of 54 ICBMs ready to
ilre

L

fioperauonal by mid-1961. hviet: ICBM firings . are needed

to nge the Kremlm 95 per
cent assurance of destroymg
one of our ICBMS in a “soft”
launchmg site. Thus, even
in the case of missiles’in soft
Ilpads each American ICBM

production line. This capactiy
output,has never-been aftained
because of husiness-as-usual
budget making,s but the pos-
sibility of {his kind of Atlas
- auiput, ha" existed for-over a

been pressing so ha)rd for a
maximum airborne 'alert of
his B-52s, in order to put at
least a part of the American
nuclear deterrent
reach -of a surprise Soviet

becomes
creates . a requirement for
| three more Soviet ,JCBMs.
- The ratio is much higher. tco,
in the case of ,LAmerican
{ ICBMs in “hard” padc “and
the = Titan squadron  that,
should 'become operational; .
by mid-1961 will be fullyl
“hardened.”

For these reasons if the
estimates ate precisely ac-|
curate,, and if there is no,

the eslimates were erronef‘

ers,” we should have five 0p- L metric precision of the

plus one Titan squadron, or .

Sllppage in the ‘scheduled
activation of the American
ICBM squadrons, there will
be no moment -when the!
Kremlin can risk a nuclear.
strike at the United States.
For if the Soviets do not.ac-
cumuiate ICBMs more rap-
idly than the estimates allow,

svstem presented- by the!
erican, nuclear. deterrent. !,
And- ‘thus’ +they, will' never
have enough ICBMs to avert
+an ~American = counterstrike
,Lhat would destrov the So-¢
viet Umon v
f Third, however, the Dulles

| alisolute reliance of the, Ei-
senhower Administration pol-
Cicy-makers on the

’tcsumony clearly reveals ‘the

intelligence estimates—which
"CIA Director
cannot be
precise.

operatxonal [noge:

vear. "Thus ten m0nﬂ1= of ca-q
pacity output by. the Atlas

Ep—

rocket strike.. As has been
remarked, gambling the
whole national future on the
chance that there cannot be

beyond }

[ duction at pxesent Either, or

{hcy will never have enough § Jich produced no-less than

<o fake, out {hie whole target s

micro- 4 error in the, American lntelh-
v gence

Dulles say.
m_xcrbmetricallil

plant equals The present So-
viel . 1CBM Trequirement as
sta(ed by,Gen} Power.

Cla L)nécms. Dulles has
‘now testified that the Soviets
“probably” have not one, but
two Inissile plants in pro-

an error of a’ mere four
months, in the - -intell¥gence
estimiates is snnply a game
" of Russian roulette on an un-

I prceédented scale:
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both, of these” plants may
have, not *one business-as-
usual production line like “the
Atlas plant, but two lines in
three shift productlon That
sort of situation in at least
one plant was 1mp11ed by
. Nikita 'S. Khrushchev's re- ﬁ
cont” boast, that -he had in- &
Soviet

.

e

spected,  a. factory"
250 *“rockets” last year. The
word “rockets” was-used in
a context that seemed to in-
+ dicale “intercontinental:roek- |l
ets” of whieh |, Khrushchev |t
had just been speaking. Thus
the chance of error in- the
lestlmate can hardly be ex-
cluded.

YET THE WHOLE outlook |
} would be hideously trans. :
formed by the most trifling

estimates — a  mere |
error, for ejample, concern-
ing the 'xctual moment when
one or both -of vthe Soviet
rocket plants began produc-
‘tion of ICBMs for operatlon-
al_purposes. -
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